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PSAT Executive Summary - EXTERNAL 
 
 

Introduction and Background 
 
For several years, Baltimore County Public Schools (BCPS) has provided students in Grades 9 through 11 the 
opportunity to take the PSAT in October. In addition to providing valuable information on student preparedness 
for the SAT, students’ strengths and areas for growth, and gaps in performance among groups of students, the 
PSAT is one component of qualifying for National Merit Scholarships when taken in Grade 11. Due to the 
COVID-19 closures, the PSAT was not administered in BCPS in October 2020.   

 
To provide an opportunity for Grade 11 students to participate in the National Merit Scholarships program, 
College Board added a one-time PSAT administration on Tuesday, January 26, 2021. BCPS provided all Grade 
11 students the opportunity to take the PSAT at their home high school on this day. The Office of College and 
Career Readiness and the Office of Assessment worked collaboratively with school PSAT Coordinators, the 
Office of Transportation, Food and Nutrition Services, and the Office of Health Services to ensure students 
would be able to take the PSAT in a safe environment, conducive to testing.   

 
Findings 

 
Participation  
 
Information about the PSAT administration was shared with parents and students via several communication 
tools, including but not limited to Web site, e-mail, and automated phone calls. Students were asked to complete 
a registration form to indicate they would participate and if they would require transportation. Students who 
needed transportation were provided bus transportation on the morning of testing.   
 
Overall, BCPS had 2,280 students register to take the PSAT. The participation rate for students who took the 
test on Tuesday, January 26, 2021, was 78.1 percent. Appendix A provides the participation rate for each BCPS 
school administering the PSAT on testing day. Of the 2,280 students who registered for the test, 358 students 
requested bus transportation. 
 

Food and Facilities 
 
Food and Nutrition Services provided each student with a grab and go breakfast, 838 in total, in collaboration 
with each school’s cafeteria staff. To ensure that each school was able to test students in an environment that 
meets the COVID-19 mitigation requirements, BCPS ensured that custodians were available to work with the 
PSAT Coordinators. They were able to be on site before, during, and after the test administration to ensure 
appropriate testing and safety measures were taken in the school building.   
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Transportation 
 
The Office of College and Career Readiness and the Office of Assessment met on several occasions with the 
Office of Transportation to determine the logistics and timing of providing bus transportation to students who 
required it on testing day. Bus transportation was offered to any student who would normally have taken a bus 
to school during a regular school day. A list of students who indicated the need for transportation on the 
registration form was provided to the Office of Transportation. Bus stops and routes were developed and shared 
with schools and subsequently with students. In addition to bus runs for students taking the standard test 
administration, we provided a later bus for students who took the test with extended time.  
 

Health Services 
 
The Office of Health Services was an integral partner in planning for the PSAT administration. A BCPS Nurse 
was on site at each school on PSAT testing day. A BCPS Health Screening Information Sheet was distributed to 
families prior to the testing day to prepare them for arrival at the school on test day. All students and staff were 
required to wear a mask and always maintain social distancing of six feet while in the school building. In 
addition, on the day of testing, all staff and students had to complete a Health Screening Form that was signed 
to ensure the health and safety of all students and staff on testing day. Appendix B has copies of both Health 
Screening Forms.   
 

Support for Schools 
 
Throughout the months of December and January, PSAT Coordinators were provided with multiple opportunities 
for additional support. Throughout this time, PSAT Coordinators: 
 

• Attended weekly hour-long meetings with Dr. Melissa Whisted, Dr. Heather Wooldridge, and Ms. Stacy 
Shack to receive information and allow for discussions about best practices, testing concerns, safety 
concerns, and any concerns that arose as preparation proceeded. 

• Received Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) from the Office of Health Services. 
• Received Test Administration Manuals. 
• Received #CollegeAndCareerReady masks, hand sanitizer, sharpened pencils, sharpie markers, and 

plastic baggies from the Office of College and Career Readiness. 
 
Proctors and Monitors are required staffing to administer the PSAT and completed online training provided by 
College Board to fulfill these roles. 

 
Implications and Next Steps 

 
Students will receive their PSAT scores in mid-March. The Office of College and Career Readiness and the 
Office of Assessment will conduct a debrief session with the PSAT coordinators to document lessons learned 
from this administration.  
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Appendix A 
 

PSAT Participation on January 26, 2021 
 

School Students 
Registered 

Students 
Participated 

Participation 
Rate 

Catonsville Alternative * * * 
Catonsville HS 165 139 84.2 
Chesapeake HS 48 33 68.8 
Crossroads HS * * * 
Dulaney HS 173 139 80.3 
Dundalk HS 49 28 57.1 
Eastern Technical HS 147 130 88.4 
Franklin HS 123 109 88.6 
George Washington Carver Center 90 65 72.2 
Hereford HS 129 114 88.4 
Kenwood HS 73 47 64.4 
Lansdowne HS 39 30 76.9 
Loch Raven HS 55 41 74.5 
Milford Mill Academy 62 49 79.0 
New Town HS 100 75 75.0 
Overlea HS 52 35 67.3 
Owings Mills HS 81 66 81.5 
Parkville HS 85 40 47.1 
Patapsco HS 46 35 76.1 
Perry Hall HS 135 116 85.9 
Pikesville HS 60 45 75.0 
Randallstown HS 71 60 84.5 
Rosedale Center * * * 
Sparrows Point HS 86 66 76.7 
Towson HS 183 159 86.9 
Western School of Technology 129 105 81.4 
Woodlawn HS 92 52 56.5 

Total 2280 1780 78.1 
 *Data for student groups < 10 are suppressed. 
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Appendix B 

BCPS Health Screening Form (Pre-Test) 
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Health Screening Form (Testing Day) 
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